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Abstract 
 

In addition to geography textbooks for the national education system from elementary to university, works on geography, zoology, ethnographic descriptions, 
chronicles of various fields, navigation guides, world travel, research and annotation of Chinese maps, encyclopedias; In the period 1820 - 1840, in France, there 
were many dictionaries mentioning the Hoang Sa archipelago near the coast of Cochinchine/Dang Trong and belonging to the maritime territory of the "Empire of 
Annam". All of these publications form a very consistent body of geographical scientific knowledge in affirming that the Hoang Sa archipelago (including the 
Truong Sa archipelago) has been under the sovereignty of Vietnam since the early 19th century. In this article, the main topics from the dictionaries we introduce 
are related to the recognition of the Hoang Sa archipelago located in the geographical territory near the "golden coast of Cochinchine/Dang Trong"; recognition of 
the historical exploitation sovereignty of the indigenous people and the territorial sovereignty of the unified "Empire of Annam" over this archipelago. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 
The recognition of the historical exploitation and territorial 
sovereignty of the unified “An-nam Empire” over the 
Hoang Sa archipelago through dictionaries in France in the 
period 1820-1840 
 
At the beginning of the reign of King Minh Mang in Vietnam, 
the most massive dictionary work mentioning the Hoang Sa 
archipelago of the “An-nam Empire” was published in France, 
the Dictionnairegéo graphique universel1. This is a collective 
product of the Société de géographes, including descriptions of 
all notable places around the world with reports on natural 
geography and politics, history, statistics, trade, industry, etc., 
published in several volumes in Paris from 1823 to 1833. In 
volume I of this dictionary, published in 1823, the entry “AN-
NAM” from pages 313 to 319 described Annam as a unified 
empire from many previous state entities, with natural 
geographical characteristics, sea areas, especially the maritime 
activities of the Annamese people along the coast and going 
out to sea to the islands and small rocks of the Hoang Sa 
archipelago in the east to exploit resources during the annual 
fishing season there. The annual fishing activities in the Hoang 
Sa archipelago by the indigenous people are recognized in the 
book as the establishment of the historical exploitation 
sovereignty of the Annam empire over this archipelago. The 
book says: 
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Excerpt from the recognition of historical sovereignty over 
exploitation through the Annamites/Annamites to the 
archipelago, Paracels/Hoàng Sa đánhbắtcáhàngnăm trongấn 
phẩm xuất bản tại Paris năm 1823: Société de géographes, 
Dictionnairegéographiqueuniversel - Contenant la description 
de tous les lieux de globe intéressans sous le rapport de la 
geographie physique et politique, de l’histoire, de la 
statistique, du commerce, de l’industrie, etc., Tome Premier, 
Paris: Chez les Éditeurs A.J. Kilian et Ch. Picquet, 1823, p. 
313-314, 317. 
 
In volume VII of the above dictionary, published in Paris in 
1830, in the entry “PARACELS”, from pages 672 - 673, the 
book recognizes this archipelago as a part of the maritime 
territory of the Annam empire, associated with rich and famous 
resources including swift lets, turtles and fish, and continues to 
recognize that Annamese residents go there every year to catch 
seafood. The book writes: 
 

 

 
 
Excerpt from the recognition of the Paracels/Hoang Sa 
archipelago as having many swift lets, turtles, fish and 
belonging to the territorial sovereignty of the An Nam empire 
in the publication published inParis năm 1830: Société de 
géographes, Dictionnaire géographique universel, op. cit., 
Tome Septième, 1830, p. 672-673. 

Also expressing the theme of recognizing the Paracel Islands 
as belonging to the sovereignty of the Annam Empire is the 
dictionary work entitled Dictionnairegéo graphique, 
biographique et d'histoire naturelle complet, with 100 maps by 
the Paris Geographical Society member M. G. Heck, published 
in 1838 under the direction of M. V. Tapié. In this publication, 
in the entry "AN-NAM", from pages 296 - 298, the book 
writes about the establishment of the unified Annam Empire 
by King Gia Long in the early 19th century from different 
separate state entities before. The book especially emphasizes 
the notable islands on the coast of the Annam Empire, of 
which the most well-known is the Paracel Islands in Dang 
Trong with the frequent presence of fishermen there. The 
specific excerpt of the content of this entry is as follows: 
 

 
 
Excerpt from the recognition that the Paracels/Hoang Sa 
archipelago is regularly inhabited by fishermen and belongs to 
the maritime territory of the Annam empire in a publication 
published in Paris 1838: Tapié (V.), Heck (Johann 
Georg),Dictionnaire géographique, biographique et d'histoire 
naturelle complet, Paris: P. -H. Krabbe, Libraire – Éditeur, 
1838, p. 
 
The recognition of the Paracel Islands as belonging to the 
geographical territory of Dang Trong and being located 
near the “golden coast of Cochin chine” through French 
dictionaries in the period 1820-1840 
 
In addition to the dictionaries that recognized that indigenous 
fishermen regularly exploited the Paracel Islands and 
recognized that this archipelago belonged to the sovereignty of 
the Annam Empire, in the period 1820-1840 in France, there 
were also a number of other dictionaries that recognized the 
Paracel Islands as belonging to the geographical territory of 
Dang Trong, especially some books also recorded that this 
archipelago was located near the “golden coast of Cochin 
chine/Dang Trong”. 
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Typical of the dictionaries that express this content is the work 
of Vosgien entitled Dictionnairegéo graphique, or, Description 
de toutes les parties du monde, published in Paris in 1821. The 
entry “PARACELS” in this dictionary shows the geographical 
coordinates common to both the Hoang Sa and Truong Sa 
archipelagos, located in the geographical territory at sea of 
Dang Trong as follows: 
 

 
 
Excerpt from the recognition of the Paracels/Hoang Sa-Truong 
Sa archipelago located near the coast of Cochinchine/Dang 
Trong in the publication published in Paris năm 1821: 
Vosgien, Dictionnaire géographique, ou, Description de toutes 
les parties du monde, Paris: Chez Ménard et Desenne, Fils, 
Libraires, 1821, p. 434. 
 
The subsequent works published by Vosgien also continued to 
show that the Paracel Islands, including the Spratly Islands, 
were located within the maritime geographical territory of 
Dang Trong, namely: Geographical Dictionnaire, or 
Description of all the parties of the world - Prédéed’apricis de 
geographie by J. D. Goigoux, published in Paris in 18256; 
Geographical Dictionnaire, or Description of all the parties of 
the world - New Edition - Prédéed’apricis de geographie by J. 
D. Goigoux, published in Paris in 18267; New universal and 
portatifgeographiemoderne - Rédigé by M. Danville, published 
in Paris in 18358; Dictionnairegeo graphique universel des 
cinq parties du monde, published in Paris in 1836.9 All of 
these works by Vosgien retain the same content of the entry 
“Paracels” as the work published in 1821, so we do not quote it 
here. Another typical publication containing this subject is the 
Nouveau dictionnairegeographiqueuniversel by J. Mac Carthy, 
published in Paris in 1824. The work includes detailed 
descriptions of the regions, empires, kingdoms, republics, 
cities, towns, villages, oceans, seas, islands, ports, lakes, 
canals, capes, mountains… of different regions of the world, as 
well as everything related to the institutions of governments, to 
the customs and religions of the different communities of 
inhabitants. In the entry “Paracels”, the book describes the 
entity of the island and rock group from Truong Sa to Hoang 
Sa located in the geographical territory at sea of Dang Trong 
that: 
 

 
 
Excerpt from the recognition of the Paracel/Hoang Sa 
archipelago located on the coast of Cochinchine/Dang Trong in 
the publication published in Paris năm 1824: Mac Carthy (J.), 
Nouveau dictionnaire géographique universel, Paris: Chez 
l'Auteur - Éditeur, A la Librairie Nationale et Étrangère, 1824, 
p. 947. 
 
In volume III of the dictionary Dictionnairegéo graphique 
universel compiled by the Société de géographes as mentioned 
above, published in Paris in 1826, in the entry “DUNCAN”, 
page 510, the book states that QuangHoa island belongs to the 
Hoang Sa archipelago, only 55 nautical miles from the coast of 
Dang Trong. The book states: 

 
 
Excerpt from the recognition of Duncan/QuangHoa island 
belonging to the Paracels/Hoang Sa archipelago located 55 
lieues from the coast of Cochinchine/Dang Trong in a 
publication published in Paris in 1826: Société de géographes, 
Dictionnairegeo graphique universel, Tome Troisième, Paris: 
Chez les Éditeurs A.J. Kilian, Ch. Picquet, 1826, p. 510. 
 
The most special of the group of dictionaries with the same 
topic that we are talking about is the Dictionnaire universel des 
geographies physique, history and politics, du monde ancien, 
du moiyen age et des temps modernes, comparées by J. G. 
Masselin, published in Paris in 1827. What is special is that the 
entry “PARACELS” identifies the Hoang Sa archipelago, 
including Truong Sa, as a dangerous island chain located near 
the “golden coast of Dang Trong”. The word “gold” used here 
does not mean the color yellow, but the precious metal gold. 
The book says: 
 

 
 
Excerpt from the recognition of the Paracel/Hoang Sa 
archipelago as being located near the “golden coast of 
Cochinchine/Dang Trong” in a publication published in Paris 
in 1827: Masselin (J. G.), Universal Dictionary of Physical, 
Historical and Political Geographies, Ancient World, Age and 
Modern Times, Comparées, Paris: De l’Imprimeried’ Auguste 
Delalain, 1827, p. 300. 
 
Similarly, in volume V, the first part of the dictionary called 
Dictionnairegéo graphiqueuniversel compiled by the Société 
de géographes as mentioned above, published in Paris in 1829, 
in the entry “INDO-CHINE, INDE AU-DELÀ DU GANGE 
ou PRESQU'ILE ORIENTALE DE L'INDE”, pages 241-244, 
the book shows that the Paracel Islands belong to the 
sovereignty of the countries in Indochina, including the An 
Nam empire. The book writes as follows: 
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